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purposes was previously considered to be considerably more
to the south.
A further increase in crop-production has been obtained
by the utilization of large areas of marshland which have
been drained, while the poor glacial soils of other areas are
improved by the application of fertilizers. The development
of the apatite mines near Kirovsk is of the greatest significance
to northern agriculture, since excellent chemical fertilizers
are manufactured from this mineral.
Deer-breeding^ Hunting, and Fishing. The native peoples living
on the borders of the forest and Tundra zones are small in
number, and have been engaged in the past in hunting, fishing,
and the herding of reindeer. In recent years state reindeer-
farms have been established, in order to encourage the scien-
tific breeding of reindeer. Hunting and trapping are not the
most important occupations, but fishing is rapidly becoming
one of the foremost industries. The rivers and lakes abound in
fish, while along the northern coast, and in the \Vhite Sea,
the relatively warm waters of the Gulf Stream Drift are rich
in the microscopic plant and animal life upon which fish feed.
Herring, cod, and other fish swarm in large numbers in these
waters. Collective fishing stations have been set up along the
coast, while Murmansk is the centre for a large trawl-fish-
ing organization. At Kandalaksha there is a fish-canning
industry.
Industry
Sources of Power. The absence of coal deposits in the north-
western region has been largely responsible for the retarded
state of the development of mineral resources in the past.
This lack of power supplies has been overcome recently by
the construction of a number of powerful hydro-electric
stations on the rivers. In the Kola Peninsula there is the
most northerly electric egrid} transmission system in the
world, connecting the river Tuloma power stations with
those on the river Niva. The rivers make short but sharp
descents from the higher land near the Finnish border to the
coast, and to the lowland occupied by the lakes between the